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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3168 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, CH 

SUBJECT: PRC PROTEST OVER ROK FISHING BOATS 
REF SEOUL 3105 

1. VICE FOREIGN MINISTER LHO SHIN YONG CALLED IN CHARGE 
MAY 18 TO REPORT RESULTS OF ROKG INVESTIGATION OF EAST 
CHINA SEA FISHING BOAT INCIDENT AND TO PROVIDE ADVANCE 
COPY PRESS RELEASE TO BE ISSUED BY HIS GOVERNMENT LATER 
IN DAY. LHO SAID SEVERAL HUNDRED ROK FISHING BOATS 
INTERMINGLE WITH CHINESE IN WHAT HAS BEEN TRADITIONAL 
AREA FOR BOTH, BUT INVESTIGATION HAD ESTABLISHED BEYOND 
QUESTION THAT ROK FISHERMEN HAD NOT ENTERED CHINESE 
TERRITORIAL WATERS AND THAT PRC CHARGES OF ATTACKS BY 
KOREANS WERE ' RIDICULOUS". TO CONTRARY, ARMED COMMUNIST 
CHINESE FISHING BOATS HAD DESTROYED OR DAMAGED FISHING 
GEAR OF AT LEAST SIX UNARMED KOREAN BOATS. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 03168 180512Z 

2. LHO WENT ON TO SAY HOWEVER, THAT ROKG DID NOT WISH 
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TO PROLONG AFFAIR, ONLY TO DETERMINE CHINESE MOTIVE, AND 
THEREFORE IT WAS ISSUING CONCILIATORY RELEASE. IF 
CHINESE PROTEST HAD BEEN MOTIVATED SOLELY BY FISHING 
BOAT INCIDENT, ISSUANCE OF RELEASE SHOULD CLOSE ISSUE. 

IF HOWEVER, CHINESE WERE ACTING ON BASIS DEEPER POLITICAL 
MOTIVE, THIS WOULD BECOME APPARENT. 

3. CHARGE COMMENTED THAT THIS APPEARED TO BE MODERATE 
AND SENSIBLE APPROACH. IN RESPONSE TO CHARGE S QUESTION 
WHETHER ROK EMBASSY STILL PLANNED TAKE MATTER UP IN 
WASHINGTON (REFTEL), LHO DID NOT ANSWER DIRECTLY, BUT 
INDICATED THAT PRESS RELEASE ONLY ACTION CONTEMPLATED 
FOR THE MOMENT. 

4. TEXT RELEASE AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

1. IN RESPONSE TO A NEWS REPORT OF MAY 12TH WHICH QUOTED 
THE COMMUNIST CHINESE AUTHORITIES DENOUNCING THE 
ACTIVITIES OF KOREAN FISHING VESSELS IN THE EAST CHINA 
SEA, THE AUTHORITIES CONCERNED OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
HAVE IMMEDIATELY STARTED AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE MATTER. 

2. THE FINDINGS THUS FAR REVEAL THAT KOREAN VESSELS 
HAVE NEVER VIOLATED COMMUNIST CHINA'S 
"TERRITORIAL WATERS". IT HAS INSTEAD BEEN DISCLOSED 
THAT FISHING GEARS OF KOREAN FISHING BOATS WERE 
DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY COMMUNIST CHINESE FISHING 
BOATS IN MAY THIS YEAR IN THE HIGH SEAS APPROXIMATELY 
90 TO 140 NAUTICAL MILES SOUTH-WEST OF THE ISLAND OF 
SO-HUKSANDO. 

3. HOWEVER, THE AUTHORITIES CONCERNED OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA HAVE INSTRUCTED KOREAN FISHERMEN 

TO TAKE PARTICULAR PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT ANY CONFLICTS 
WITH COMMUNIST CHINESE FISHING VESSELS WHICH MIGHT BE 
CAUSED IN THE FUTURE BY INTERMINGLING FISHING OPERATIONS 
IN THE SAME HIGH-SEA AREAS. THIS MEASURE HAS BEEN 
TAKEN WITH A VIEW TO MAINTAINING THE RELATIONSHIP WHICH 
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HAS ENABLED PEACEFUL FISHING OPERATIONS IN THE HIGH 
SEAS, ON THE BASIS OF THE HUMANITARIAN SPIRIT AS 
MANIFESTED BY THE FISHERMEN OF THE TWO COUNTRIES IN 
CONDUCTING SEA-RESCUE OPERATIONS IN THE PAST. 

END TEXT 
ERICSON 
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